First State Montessori Academy — School Cell Phone Use Policy
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This policy shall be developed and periodically reviewed with input from educators, students,
families, board members and relevant school staff.

Full-Day Restriction: Students shall not use cell phones or other personal electronic devices
during school hours/while on campus. This begins the moment students arrive on campus,
meaning that all devices should be put away prior to getting off the bus, exiting the car, etc.
Upon arrival to the classroom, devices must be powered off or placed in silent mode and stored
in a location designated by the school unless an exception applies. FSMA has an “Away All Day”
Policy for cell phone use. While FSMA cannot enforce “away all day” on the school bus,
consequences for use can be applied when misuse occurs. In addition, this policy applies to all
school events held on campus.

“AWAY ALL DAY” Policy:

Communication devices such as, but not limited to, cellular phones and smart watches may not
be used at school, on field trips, and/or on the school bus without permission of an FSMA staff
member. Devices brought to school must be silenced and kept in backpacks/lockers (Lower
School), and classroom phone storage containers (Upper School). After a verbal warning, on
the next offense, the device will be confiscated, and it will be returned to the student at the
conclusion of the school day. Subsequent violations will result in confiscation of the device,
which will only be returned to the student’s parent or guardian. Additional information
regarding consequences is below:

1st Offense: Verbal warning or reminder by teacher.

2nd Offense: Device confiscation until the end of the school day; parent/guardian notification.
3rd Offense: Device confiscation and returned only to parent/guardian.

4th Offense: Escalated disciplinary response; a plan is agreed upon with administration that
might include alternate storage location, conference with parents, loss of privilege.



Students are prohibited from bringing to school any electronic devices, including portable
stereos, iPods, iPads, laser pens, laser pointers, toys, or any other items that are inappropriate
or distracting to the educational atmosphere. If a device is being used for an educational activity
such as a presentation, pre-approval should be sought from the school administration prior to
the device being brought to school. Violating this policy will result in confiscation of the item,
and it will be turned over to the Head of School. The Head of School may return the item/s to
the student or parent at a later date. Subsequent violations may result in parental contact
and/or additional consequences.

First State Montessori Academy is not responsible for lost, stolen and/or damaged property
while in the possession of the student or school personnel. Students that bring cell phones,
smart watches or other devices do so at their own risk. Parents/Guardians should be aware
that it is not the school’s responsibility to go to extraordinary effort to locate lost or stolen
communication devices.

Exceptions:

This policy shall not prohibit student access to a cell phone or other personal electronic device
when required for a documented medical need, Individualized Education Program (IEP), a
Section 504 Plan, another educational accommodation, language-access support for
multilingual learners, a verified emergency, or when directed by school staff for instructional or
safety purposes. Documentation is required for this exception to be considered and should be
provided to the Head of School for review and determination.

Sports — students participating in sports will be given their phones at the end of the school day
and will take them to practice. Students may utilize them, with permission from coaches, to
communicate with parents as needed.

Policy Communication:

FSMA shall communicate the cell phone and other personal electronic device use policy and
related expectations to students and parents or guardians through the FSMA Family Handbook,
orientations, the school website, and other appropriate methods. Teachers shall consistently
reinforce the policy in classrooms and school activities, adhering to the procedures established
by school administration.

Monitoring and Data Collection:

FSMA will monitor discipline data related to cell phone and other personal electronic device
policy violations to promote consistent and equitable enforcement and to inform periodic policy
review.



Senate Bill 106 Policy Requirements:

Pursuant to SB 106, each school district and charter school shall adopt a policy, with educator
and student input, governing student cell phone use during school hours.

At a minimum, the policy must include all of the following:
1. Clear guidelines defining both acceptable and prohibited student cell phone use at school.

2. Arequirement limiting cell phone use during instructional time, except as permitted under
defined exceptions.

3. Designation of times and locations during which students may use cell phones during the
school day.

4. Guidelines encouraging communication between schools, students, and parents or guardians
regarding the cell phone use policy.

5. A system of appropriate consequences for violations of the cell phone use policy.

6. Exceptions addressing emergency situations and documented medical or educational
accommodations.

7. A plan to monitor discipline data related to student cell phone use policy violations to
support consistent and equitable implementation.

Definitions:

Cell phone: A portable electronic device used for communication through voice calls, text messages, or
internet access.

Misuse of technology: Any use of school technology for unauthorized purposes such as copying
software; inappropriate internet or email usage; unauthorized use of school-issued electronic devices;
tampering with databases, passwords, or configurations; or deletion of files. This also includes the use of
school technology equipment in soliciting, using, or posting on social media; receiving or sending
inappropriate images or materials; accessing unauthorized email; the unauthorized downloading or
installing of files; or intentionally damaging technology equipment in the school environment.

Personal electronic device: Any personally owned device capable of voice, text, image, video, data
transmission, recording, or internet connectivity, including cell phones, smartphones, smartwatches,
headphones or audio earpieces, handheld games, tablets, laptops, wearable technology (ex. Al-enabled
or augmented reality glasses) and other personal electronic devices.

Unauthorized use of an electronic device: Means students who engage in non-educational activities in
the school environment, including capturing, distributing, displaying, sharing, or posting of inappropriate
images, videos, movies, or music from personal devices. The definition also includes engaging in social
media, texting, playing games, or streaming that disrupts the learning environment.



