
First State Montessori Academy, Inc.
920 N. French Street
Wilmington, DE 19801

Public Board Meeting Minutes
February 23, 2023

Meeting Start Time: 6:08 pm
Meeting Adjourned: 7:21 pm

In Attendance (In Person): Matt Petrin, Rebecca Phillips, Shannon Tumolo, Meghan Newberry,
Janine Salomone, Michael Reilly, Kristen Gideon, Loren Holland, Anabelle O’Malley, and Sarah
Nagle

In Attendance (by phone): Kim Lopez

Regrets: Courtney Fox

Guests: None

Public Comment
No public comment was received.

Approval Public Minutes
The minutes from the January 26, 2023, public board meeting were reviewed. A motion to
approve the January 26, 2023, public board meeting minutes was made by A. O’Malley. Second
by J. Salomone. Vote passed. No objections. No abstentions.

Website Monitoring Report from the Department of Education
● The website monitoring report for the month of February has not been received yet. Upon

receipt of the report, it will be circulated to the Board.

Correspondence from the Department of Education
● M. Newberry reported that on January 31, 2023, FSMA received correspondence from the

Department of Education. It was an overview of our Childfind responsibilities for initial
evaluations to ensure we are compliant. The letter outlines that FSMA is compliant.

Head of School Report
The Head of School was not available during the Board Meeting so, no report was provided.

Committee Reports

Executive Committee Report
M. Newberry reported that the Executive Committee meeting was canceled for this month but
will resume it’s normal meeting next month.



First State Montessori Academy, Inc.
920 N. French Street
Wilmington, DE 19801

Development Committee Report
B. Phillips reported that DoMore24 starts March 2nd at 6:00 pm and will last 24 hours. The FSMA
page has been set up and is listed as an organization. Communications will be sent via social
media and email so that people can share it within their networks. The bonus hours were
reviewed to see how to qualify for the bonuses. The goal is to raise $20,000.

Finance Committee Report
M. Petrin provided the Finance Committee report. The January narrative was reviewed. The
month ending January 31, 2023, represents 58% of the fiscal year. $48,000 of revenues were
received. Expenses to date are approximately $5.9 million, which is 59% of budget expenditures.
With the debt service cap impact, it’s 56% of budgeted expenses so we are still ahead of the
calendar year. We are in good shape with our debt service calculations. A motion to approve
and post the January finance narrative was made by B. Phillips. Second by M. Reilly. Vote
passed. No objections. No Abstentions.

Governance Committee Report
S. Tumolo reported on behalf of the Governance Committee. The Governance Committee did
not have an opportunity to meet this month. The Committee did share some additional
resources for recruiting new Board members. A question was presented about whether a
timeline can be created about a school wide solicitation for open elections.

Executive Session
A motion to move into executive session was made by J. Salomone. Second by S. Tumolo.
Moved into executive session at 6:25 pm. Returned from executive session at 7:20 PM.

Motion to adjourn by J. Salomone. Second by M. Petrin. Meeting adjourned at 7:21 pm.


